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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR A PROCEDURE
BASED GRAPHICAL INTERFACE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 to
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/776,998 filed
Feb. 27, 2006, the entire contents of which are incorporated
herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to surgical procedures. More
particularly, embodiments of the present invention relate to
surgical procedures using ophthalmic surgical systems. Even
more particularly, embodiments of the present invention
relate to systems and methods for defining or conducting a
surgical procedure using an ophthalmic surgical system.

BACKGROUND

The human eye can suffer a number of maladies causing
mild deterioration to complete loss of vision. While contact
lenses and eyeglasses can compensate for some ailments,
ophthalmic surgery is required for others. Generally, oph-
thalmic surgery is classified into posterior segment proce-
dures, such as vitreoretinal surgery, and anterior segment
procedures, such as cataract surgery. More recently, com-
bined anterior and posterior segment procedures have been
developed.

The surgical instrumentation used for ophthalmic surgery
can be specialized for anterior segment procedures or poste-
rior segment procedures or support both. Such surgical instru-
mentation can comprise a Vitreoretinal and Cataract micro-
surgical console. Such a surgical console can provide a
variety of functions depending on the surgical procedure and
surgical instrumentation. For example, surgical consoles can
expedite cataract surgeries (e.g. phacoemulsification proce-
dures) by helping manage irrigation and aspiration flows into
and out of a surgical site. And of course surgical consoles can
provide other functions.

Thus, Vitreoretinal and Cataract microsurgical consoles
usually have a defined set of functionality, such as vitreous
cutting, vacuum, etc. Currently, interfaces to these surgical
systems allow a user to interact with the surgical system based
solely on the functionality of the system. Thus, if a user
desires to implement one function he must select this function
from a group of functions and configure the desired param-
eters for the use of the function. This method of interaction
with a surgical console is highly inefficient. Many surgical
procedures comprise many steps where each of the steps may
encompass the use of one or more of the functions of the
surgical console and different parameters or sub-modes for
these functions. Furthermore, the number of steps and func-
tionality of the surgical system utilized with each step may
vary widely from procedure to procedure. Thus, when imple-
menting a particular surgical procedure a user must remem-
ber the steps of that particular surgical procedure and for each
of the steps select the appropriate function of the surgical
console and configure the parameters for the function appro-
priately. This may require a large degree of interaction with
the surgical console (e.g. use of a footswitch or other input
methodology) in order to implement a surgical procedure.
Therefore there is a need for a system and method for proce-
dural based interaction with a surgical console.
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention provide systems and
methods for defining and conducting surgical procedures
which are substantially more convenient, more intuitive, nim-
bler and swifter than prior art systems and methods of proce-
dure modification and creation. Embodiments of the present
invention may allow each of the surgical steps of a surgical
procedure to be defined and associated with a function of the
surgical console using a GUI. The defined surgical procedure
can then be saved and later invoked by a user of the surgical
console to conduct the surgical procedure. When the saved
surgical procedure is invoked representations of the defined
surgical steps are displayed to the user using a GUI so the user
can conduct the surgical procedure by navigating through the
representations of the surgical steps such that when a repre-
sentation of a surgical step is selected the surgical console is
configured according to the functionality associated with that
surgical step.

One embodiment of the present invention includes a
method, computer readable medium or surgical system which
allows for the definition of a surgical procedure which may be
later invoked to conduct the surgical procedure. The method
can comprise the steps of: providing a GUI on a surgical
console, where the GUI allows a surgical procedure to be
defined through the definition of one or more surgical steps
and the surgical steps associated with functionality provided
by the surgical console. The definition of the surgical proce-
dure may then be saved and invoked at a subsequent time by
a user to conduct the surgical procedure. When the surgical
procedure is invoked a GUI is provided on the surgical con-
sole where the GUI comprises representations of the one or
more surgical steps. When a representation of a surgical step
is selected by a user the surgical console may be configured
for the functionality associated with that surgical step. Thus,
by proceeding through the representations of the one or more
surgical steps presented to the user using the GUI a user may
conduct the surgical procedure utilizing the functionality of
the surgical console associated with each of the one or more
surgical steps.

Embodiments of the present invention provide the advan-
tage that a user may interact with a surgical consul according
to a procedure based paradigm. By utilizing procedure based
interaction only the surgical steps or functionality needed for
a particular surgical procedure may be displayed to a user.
Thus, the interface may be simpler and more intuitive, allow-
ing navigation ofthe display to similarly become simpler (e.g.
requiring fewer interactions with an input device such as a
footswitch or the like) and allowing a surgical procedureto be
more easily conducted. The ease of use of such an interface
may also promote auser’s ability to create, modify, customize
or save various surgical procedures, which in turn, may lead
to better sharing of various surgical procedures amongst col-
leagues or easier peer review of these surgical procedures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

A more complete understanding of the present invention
and the advantages thereof may be acquired by referring to
the following description, taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings in which like reference numbers
indicate like features and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic representation of one embodi-
ment of a surgical console;

FIG. 2 is arepresentation of one embodiment of a graphical
user interface (GUI);
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FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic representation of one embodi-
ment of a controller for surgical instrumentation;

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating one embodiment of a
method for defining a surgical procedure;

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating one embodiment of a
method for invoking a surgical procedure; and

FIGS. 6-10 are representations of one embodiment of a
GUL

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Preferred embodiments of the invention are illustrated in
the FIGURES, like numerals being used to refer to like and
corresponding parts of the various drawings.

Before elaborating on various embodiments of the present
invention it may be helpful to illustrate surgical console with
which embodiments of the present invention may be utilized.
FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic representation of one embodiment
of an ophthalmic surgical console 100. Surgical console 100
can include a swivel monitor 110 that has touch screen 115.
Swivel monitor 110 can be positioned in a variety of orienta-
tions for whomever needs to see touch screen 115. Swivel
monitor 110 can swing from side to side, as well as rotate and
tilt. Touch screen 115 provides a GUI that allows a user to
interact with console 100.

Surgical console 100 also includes a connection panel 120
used to connect various tools and consumables to surgical
console 100. Connection panel 120 can include, for example,
a coagulation connector, balanced salt solution receiver, con-
nectors for various hand pieces and a fluid management sys-
tem (“FMS”) or cassette receiver 125. Surgical console 100
can also include a variety of user friendly features, such as a
foot pedal control (e.g., stored behind panel 130) and other
features.

Surgical console 100 is provided by way of example and
embodiments of the present invention can be implemented
with a variety of surgical systems. Example surgical systems
in which various embodiments of the present invention can be
used include, for example, the Series 2000® Legacy® cata-
ract surgical system, the Accurus® 400VS surgical system,
the Infiniti™ Vision System surgical system available from
Alcon Laboratories Inc. of Fort Worth, Tex. Embodiments of
the present invention can be implemented in other suitable
surgical systems having a touch screen as would be under-
stood by one of ordinary skill in the art.

In operation, a Graphical User Interface (GUI) may be
displayed on screen 115, such that a user may interact with the
surgical console 100. In one embodiment, the GUI for surgi-
cal system may allow a user to modally interact with surgical
console 100. In other words, the GUI may present a user of
surgical console 100 a set oficons or buttons corresponding to
the entire range of functionality of surgical console 100 where
the user can select from these function icons in order to utilize
a particular functionality of surgical console 100. The user
can then configure any parameters or sub-modes for the
desired functionality and utilize this functionality. Thus, dur-
ing a surgical procedure, for each step of the surgical proce-
dure a user must manually interact with surgical console 100
to select the functionality desired for the step and configure
any parameters or sub-modes for the step. As can be seen
then, modal interaction with surgical console 100 may require
a relatively large number of inputs (e.g. from foot pedal
control or touch screen 115) to implement a surgical proce-
dure and the GUI (or other method of interaction) with sur-
gical console 100 may be quite cluttered and busy as it present
the user with a wide variety of options corresponding to the
entire range of functionality of surgical console 100.
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For example, surgical console 100 may include function-
ality for vitreous cutting (Vit), vacuum (Extraction), Scissors,
Viscous Fluid Control (VFC) and ultrasonic lens removal
(Fragmatome). One embodiment of a GUI for modal based
interaction with such a surgical console 100 is depicted in
FIG. 2. Notice that GUI 300 presents icons 302 where each of
icons 302 corresponds to one function of surgical console
100. Consequently, to utilize functionality represented by
icons 302 a user of surgical console 100 may select the
desired icon 302. To implement a surgical procedure then, for
each step the icon 302 representing functionality desired for
that step may be selected, and any parameters or sub-modes
for that functionality configured. At every subsequent step of
the surgical procedure where functionality of surgical console
100 is desired the user must again select the desired function-
ality corresponding to the step from icons 202 and configure
any parameters or sub-modes. As may be imagined this is an
inefficient method of interacting with surgical console, as
extraneous interactions are needed to select and utilize
desired functionality.

What is desired then is a clinically friendly method of
interacting with a surgical console. To that end, attention is
now directed to systems and methods for procedural based
interaction with surgical consoles. Embodiments of the
present invention may allow the definition of a surgical pro-
cedure, which utilizes the functionality of a surgical console,
the surgical console can then display a representation of the
surgical procedure comprising representations of the surgical
steps of the surgical procedure such that a user can implement
the surgical procedure using the surgical console by navigat-
ing through the displayed representations. More particularly,
in one embodiment, each of the surgical steps of a surgical
procedure may be defined and associated with a function of
the surgical console. The defined surgical procedure can then
be saved to a database and later invoked by a user of the
surgical console to conduct the surgical procedure. When the
saved surgical procedure is invoked representations of the
defined surgical steps are displayed to the user so the user can
conduct the surgical procedure by navigating through the
representations of the surgical steps such that when a repre-
sentation of a surgical step is selected the surgical console is
configured according to the functionality associated with that
surgical step.

More specifically, embodiments of the present invention
may use touch screen 115 to present an interactive graphical
user interface (“GUI”) to the user. Specifically, the user can
use the interactive GUI to define a surgical procedure (e.g. a
posterior surgical procedure or the like. The defined surgical
procedure may later be invoked to implement the surgical
procedure. When this surgical procedure is invoked an inter-
active GUI on touch screen 115 displays representations of
the steps of the surgical procedure to a user such that the user
may conduct the surgical procedure using associated func-
tionality of the surgical console by navigating through the
representation of the steps of the surgical procedure presented
to the user, for example by using touch screen 115, a foot
pedal control or the like. By utilizing a procedure based
interface such as this fewer interactions with the surgical
consol (e.g. inputs using touch screen 115 or a foot pedal
control) may be used during the implementation a surgical
procedure.

By allowing a user to define a surgical procedure in this
manner a whole variety of advantages may be realized. First,
only the steps needed to perform a particular surgical proce-
dure may be displayed to a user, and these steps may be given
intuitive or mnemonic names which represent or define the
surgical step. Furthermore, as only the required steps for the
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surgical procedure are displayed, where these step may
defined to invoke specific functionality of the surgical con-
sole, the amount of interaction with a surgical console
required to perform a certain surgical procedure may be
greatly reduced. As an added benefit, by allowing a user to
modify, customize or save surgical procedures (for example
according to the procedure depicted in U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 11/479,668, “System and Method For the Modifica-
tion of Surgical Procedures Using a Graphical Drag and Drop
Interface,” filed on Jun. 30, 2006, which is hereby fully incor-
porated herein by reference for all purposes), a particular
user’s approach to a surgical procedure may be saved and
compared with other users definition of a particular surgical
procedure, or provided to another user for their use.

It may be useful at this point to briefly describe portions of
surgical console 100 which may be used in implementing
embodiments of the present invention. FIG. 3 is a diagram-
matic representation of a surgical instrumentation controller
200 (“controller 200”). Controller 200 can be onboard or
connected to surgical instrumentation such as surgical con-
sole 100. Controller can include a processor 202, such as an
Intel Pentium 4 based processor (Intel and Pentium are trade-
marks of Intel Corporation of Santa Clara, Calif.), a primary
memory 203 (e.g., RAM, ROM, Flash Memory, EEPROM or
other computer readable medium known in the art) and a
secondary memory 204 (e.g., a hard drive, disk drive, optical
drive or other computer readable medium known in the art). A
memory controller 207 can control access to secondary
memory 204. Controller 200 can include I/O interfaces, such
as touch screen interface 206. A video controller 212 can
control interactions over the touch screen interface 206. Simi-
larly, an I/O controller 214 can control interactions over 1/O
interfaces 208 and 210. Controller 200 can include a variety
of'input devices. Various components of controller 200 can be
connected by a bus 226.

Secondary memory 204 can store a variety of computer
instructions that include, for example, an operating system
such as a Windows operating system (Windows is a trade-
mark of Redmond, Wash. based Microsott Corporation) and
applications that run on the operating system, along with a
variety of data. More particularly, secondary memory 204 can
store a software program 230 that controls the procedural
flow of a surgery based on a procedural paradigm. During
execution by processor 202, portions of program 230 can be
stored in secondary memory 204 and/or primary memory
203.

In operation, program 230 can be executable by processor
202 to provide a GUI to the user (e.g., through monitor 110)
that shows a first display which represents allows a definition
of a surgical procedure. This surgical procedure may be
defined by the definition of an ordered set of steps of the
surgical procedure and the association of functionality of
surgical console 100 with the defined steps. The defined sur-
gical procedure may then be saved (for example to primary
memory 203 or secondary memory 204) for later invocation
by a user. When such a surgical procedure is invoked by a user
program 230 may provide a GUI to the user displaying rep-
resentations of each of the set of defined steps such that when
a user selects one of the representations of the defined steps
surgical console 100 is configured according to the definition
of'that step (e.g. surgical console 100 is configured to perform
the functionality associated with that step, including any
parameters or sub-modes defined in conjunction with that
step). Thus, by navigation through the displayed representa-
tions of steps of the surgical procedure, the surgical procedure
may be conducted using the associated functionality of the
surgical console corresponding to each of the steps.
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Controller 200 of FIG. 3 is provided by way of example
only and it should be understood that embodiments of the
present invention can implemented as a set of computer
instructions stored on a computer readable medium in a vari-
ety of computing devices. Program 230 can be executable to
receive and store data over a network and can include instruc-
tions that are stored at a number of different locations and are
executed in a distributed manner. While shown as a stand
alone program in FIG. 3, it should be noted that program 230
can be a module of a larger program, can comprise separate
programs operable to communicate data to each other or can
be implemented according to any suitable programming
architecture or language.

Moving now to FIG. 4, a flow diagram for one embodiment
of method for defining a surgical procedure is depicted. At
step 410 a user of surgical console may create a surgical step
for surgical procedure. The creation of the surgical step may
comprise labeling the surgical step with the surgical task to be
accomplished, a surgically significant name (e.g. surgical
task to be accomplished), or any other another type of mne-
monic for the surgical step. After a surgical step for a surgical
procedure is created it may be associated with a particular
function of the surgical console 100 at step 420, such that
when the surgical step is selected by a user surgical console
may be configured or made operable to perform this function.
Any particular parameters or sub-modes which it may be
desired to define in conjunction with the surgical step (e.g.
associated with the function corresponding to the surgical
step) can then be defined at step 430 so that surgical console
100 may additionally be configured or made operable accord-
ing to these parameters or sub-modes when the surgical step
is invoked by auser. For each of the surgical steps of'a surgical
procedure, then, the process of creating at step 410, associat-
ing with a particular function at step 420 and defining param-
eters or sub-modules may be repeated until each of the sur-
gical steps of the surgical process is completely defined (as
determined at step 432). At that point, the defined surgical
procedure may be saved utilizing a descriptive or otherwise
appropriate name at step 440.

Turning now to FIG. 5, a flow diagram for one embodiment
of the use of a defined surgical procedure is depicted. A
defined surgical procedure may be selected at step 510. This
surgical procedure may, for example, be selected from a set of
defined surgical procedures on surgical console 100 which
may have been defined or saved by a user or provided by the
manufacturer of surgical console 100. When a particular
defined surgical procedure is selected at step 510, then, an
interface for this surgical procedure may be displayed to a
user at step 520 and using this interface a user may conduct
the surgical procedure at step 530. This interface may com-
prise, in one embodiment, a GUI which presents a represen-
tation of each of the defined surgical steps of the surgical
procedure. A user of the GUI may navigate through the rep-
resentation of each of the surgical steps using an input method
of surgical console 100 to implement the surgical procedure.
More specifically, when a representation of a surgical step of
the surgical procedure is selected by a user, surgical console
100 may be configured according to the functionality (and
any associated parameters or sub-modes defined for the sur-
gical step) such that the surgical step may be performed by the
user using the associated functionality of surgical console
100.

It may be useful here to give an example of an embodiment
of such interfaces. FIG. 6 shows an embodiment of a GUI 610
which might be displayed on a surgical console touch screen
(e.g. touch screen 115). As shown in FIG. 6, GUI 610 com-
prises a portion that displays a representation of a surgical
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procedure. For example, GUI 610 can comprise a surgical
procedural display 620 which displays representations 630 of
the surgical steps for a surgical procedure named “Accurus-
Classic” as displayed in procedure name portion 642 of GUI
610. Thus, by navigating through the representations 630 of
the surgical steps of the surgical procedure a user may imple-
ment the surgical procedure using the functionality of a sur-
gical console, as described above. Note that here a user has
selected representation 630a of a surgical step named “Vit-
rectomy”, thus the surgical console is configured for func-
tionality associated with that surgical step and GUI 610 dis-
plays the current configuration of the surgical console for that
surgical step, including any sub-modes (e.g. “3D”) or any
other configured parameters. It will be realized that GUI 610
is but one example of the organization of an interface for the
use of a defined surgical procedure and that a surgical proce-
dure of surgical steps can be manifested in any number of
ways and combinations, including appearing together on the
same touch screen or on different screens or any conceivable
combination thereof.

Moving to FIGS. 7-10, one embodiment of the modifica-
tion of a surgical procedure is depicted. FIG. 7 depicts one
embodiment of GUI 610 displaying a surgical procedure
named “PPV with Delamination & PhotoCoag” which has
representations 630 of four surgical steps: “Vitrectomy”,
“Delaminate Membrane”, “Remove Membrane” and ‘“Photo
Coagulation”. In FIG. 8 a user has selected to modify the
surgical procedure “PPV with Delamination & PhotoCoag”
by pressing the modify button 810, such that GUI 610 now
shows a modify screen 820 with two sections: section 830
displaying representations of the current surgical steps com-
prising the surgical procedure “PPV with Delamination &
PhotoCoag” and section 840 which displays representations
of'a set of surgical steps which may be added to the set of steps
comprising the surgical procedure. Moving now to FIG. 9 a
user has selected representation 910 of surgical step “FAX
Extrusion” from section 840 of GUI 610 and chosen to add
this surgical step to the surgical steps comprising the surgical
procedure “PPV with Delamination & PhotoCoag”. The
added step surgical step “FAX Extrusion” now appears in
section 830 which includes the current surgical steps com-
prising the surgical procedure. Thus, as depicted in FIG. 10,
after a user completes the modification of the surgical proce-
dure “PPV with Delamination & PhotoCoag” the representa-
tions 630 of the surgical steps comprising this surgical pro-
cedure now includes a representation of the surgical step of
“FAX Extrusion”, and a user may implement this step during
the surgical procedure by selecting the representation for this
surgical step.

Although the present invention has been described in detail
herein with reference to the illustrated embodiments, it
should be understood that the description is by way of
example only and is not to be construed in a limiting sense. It
is to be further understood, therefore, that numerous changes
in the details of the embodiment of this invention and addi-
tional embodiments of this invention will be apparent, and
may be made by, persons of ordinary skill in the art having
reference to this description. It is contemplated that all such
changes and additional embodiments are within scope of the
invention as claimed below.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for conducting a surgical procedure, compris-
ing:

receiving, for a first surgical step, a user-associated func-

tionality and at least one defined parameter;

providing a Graphical User Interface (GUI) for a surgical

console, wherein the GUI comprises a representation of
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each of one or more surgical steps of the surgical proce-
dure, each of the surgical steps corresponding to a func-
tion of the surgical console;
detecting that a representation of the first surgical step of
the one or more surgical steps has been selected; and

configuring the surgical console according to the user-
associated function and at least one defined parameter
corresponding to the first surgical step;

detecting that a representation of a second surgical step of

the one or more surgical steps has been selected; and
configuring the surgical console according to the function
corresponding to the second surgical step;

wherein a user is enabled to navigate through the GUI and

interact with the surgical console so as to cause the
console to be set up to conduct a multiple step surgical
procedure.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising configuring
the surgical console according to a sub-mode defined for the
first surgical step.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein each of the representa-
tions has a corresponding label.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising defining the
surgical procedure, where defining the surgical procedure
comprises:

creating the one or more surgical steps, wherein creating

each of the surgical steps comprises labeling the surgical
step; and

associating the corresponding function of the surgical con-

sole with each of the surgical steps.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein providing the GUI
consists of providing only the surgical steps of a selected
surgical procedure.

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising:

receiving a user indication to modify the surgical proce-

dure;

upon receiving the user indication to modify the surgical

procedure, presenting the user with additional represen-
tations of surgical steps to add to the surgical procedure;
receiving an indication from the user of a representation of
a surgical step to add to the surgical procedure; and
adding the representation of the surgical step to the surgical
procedure such that when only the surgical steps of the
selected surgical procedure are displayed, the added sur-
gical step is included in the displayed surgical steps.
7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
associating each of the one or more surgical steps with a
corresponding function of the surgical console;
defining at least one particular parameter for at least one of
the one or more surgical steps;

storing the at least one particular parameter in association

with the surgical procedure such that when the surgical
procedure is invoked, the at least one particular param-
eter is used in the surgical procedure.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

associating each of the one or more surgical steps with a

corresponding function of the surgical console;
defining at least one sub-mode for at least one of the one or
more surgical steps;

storing the at least one sub-mode in association with the

surgical procedure such that when the surgical proce-
dure is invoked, the at least one sub-mode is used in the
surgical procedure.

9. A computer readable medium comprising a set of com-
puter instructions, comprising instructions executable by a
processor for:

receiving, for a first surgical step, a user-associated func-

tionality and at least one defined parameter;
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providing a Graphical User Interface (GUI) for a surgical
console, wherein the GUI comprises a representation of
each of one or more surgical steps of the surgical proce-
dure, each of the surgical steps corresponding to a func-
tion of the surgical console;
detecting that a representation of the first surgical step of
the one or more surgical steps has been selected; and

configuring the surgical console according to the user-
associated function and at least one defined parameter
corresponding to the first surgical step;

detecting that a representation of a second surgical step of

the one or more surgical steps has been selected; and
configuring the surgical console according to the function
corresponding to the second surgical step;

wherein a user is enabled to navigate through the GUI and

interact with the surgical console so as to cause the
console to be set up to conduct a multiple step surgical
procedure.

10. The computer readable medium of claim 9, wherein the
instructions are executable for configuring the surgical con-
sole according to a sub-mode defined for the first surgical
step.

11. The computer readable medium of claim 9, wherein
each of the representations has a corresponding label.

12. The computer readable medium of claim 9, wherein the
instructions are executable for defining the surgical proce-
dure, where defining the surgical procedure comprises:

creating the one or more surgical steps, wherein creating

each of the surgical steps comprises labeling the surgical
step; and

associating the corresponding function of the surgical con-

sole with each of the surgical steps.

13. The computer readable medium of claim 9, wherein the
set of computer instructions are further executable by a pro-
cessor for:

associating each of the one or more surgical steps with a

corresponding function of the surgical console;
defining at least one particular parameter for at least one of
the one or more surgical steps;

storing the at least one particular parameter in association

with the surgical procedure such that when the surgical
procedure is invoked, the at least one particular param-
eter is used in the surgical procedure.

14. The computer readable medium of claim 9, wherein the
set of computer instructions are further executable by a pro-
cessor for:

associating each of the one or more surgical steps with a

corresponding function of the surgical console;
defining at least one sub-mode for at least one of the one or
more surgical steps;

storing the at least one sub-mode in association with the

surgical procedure such that when the surgical proce-
dure is invoked, the at least one sub-mode is used in the
surgical procedure.

15. A surgical system comprising:

a display;

a surgical console; and
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a controller coupled to the display and the surgical console,

the controller configured for:

receiving, for a first surgical step, a user-associated func-

tionality and at least one defined parameter;
providing a Graphical User Interface (GUI) for the surgical
console, wherein the GUI comprises a representation of
each of one or more surgical steps of the surgical proce-
dure, each of the surgical steps corresponding to a func-
tion of the surgical console;
detecting that a representation of the first surgical step of
the one or more surgical steps has been selected; and

configuring the surgical console according to the user-
associated function and at least one defined parameter
corresponding to the first surgical step;

detecting that a representation of a second surgical step of

the one or more surgical steps has been selected; and
configuring the surgical console according to the function
corresponding to the second surgical step;

wherein a user is enabled to navigate through the GUI and

interact with the surgical console so as to cause the
console to be set up to conduct a multiple step surgical
procedure.

16. The surgical system of claim 15, wherein the controller
is further configured for configuring the surgical console
according to a sub-mode defined for the first surgical step.

17. The surgical system of claim 15, wherein each of the
representations has a corresponding label.

18. The surgical system of claim 15, wherein the controller
is further configured for allowing the surgical procedure to be
defined, where defining the surgical procedure comprises:

creating the one or more surgical steps, wherein creating

each of the surgical steps comprises labeling the surgical
step; and

associating the corresponding function of the surgical con-

sole with each of the surgical steps.

19. The surgical system of claim 15, wherein the controller
is further configured for:

associating each of the one or more surgical steps with a

corresponding function of the surgical console;
defining at least one particular parameter for at least one of
the one or more surgical steps;

storing the at least one particular parameter in association

with the surgical procedure such that when the surgical
procedure is invoked, the at least one particular param-
eter is used in the surgical procedure.

20. The surgical system of claim 15, wherein the controller
is further configured for:

associating each of the one or more surgical steps with a

corresponding function of the surgical console;
defining at least one sub-mode for at least one of the one or
more surgical steps;

storing the at least one sub-mode in association with the

surgical procedure such that when the surgical proce-
dure is invoked, the at least one sub-mode is used in the
surgical procedure.
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